FUNERAL  OFFERINGS                   161
auspicious, but of sesamum seeds. The flowers, too, that
are laid on the balls are interesting, for they are sesamum
flowers,1 a blossom called agastya, and tulasl leaves; no other
flowers may be given.
Then comes a ceremony called Santanjalii when one
hundred drops are given to the balls. To perform this rite,
water and milk are mixed together in a conch-shell, and drops
from it are poured on the balls in the following manner : one
drop on the first ball, three on the second, five on the third,
seven on the fourth, and so on, till the whole hundred have
been dropped.
After this rite has been completed, the son, holding a tulasi
leaf, prays silently to Visnu to deliver the dead man f from
being a departed one in the power of Yama9. He then offers
the leaf as the symbol of bhakti (loving devotion) to the blade
of knotted darbha-grass representing Visnu, The grass is un-
plaited, and each knot untied, and Visnu takes his leave, but the
polite formula asking him to come again is not used, as this is
not an auspicious occasion. The balls are next picked up
from the trench and thrown into the river, the son bathes, and
the ceremony closes by gifts of grass being made to cows, of
laddu sweets to Brahmans, and of loaves to dogs.
It will be remembered that the object of this Impure
Sraddha (Malina Sodasi) was to provide a body for the
disembodied spirit. If this were not done, that spirit (freta)
would become a malignant spirit (bkuta)> but if this Sraddha
of the Tenth Day has been successful, the departed now
possesses a physical body, subject to hunger and thirst, the
length of a forearm (Yatana Sarlra), covering the little
thumb-sized vaporous body. This new Yatana Sarlra remains
unchanged near its old home, while the Eleventh- and Twelfth-
day Sraddha are offered, and it accepts and eats the offerings.
On the thirteenth day it leaves this world and sets out on. its
twelve months' journey to Yama's kingdom, holding on to
1 Sesamum flowers can only be offered to dead ancestors
never to the gods.
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